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DISCOVER THE INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES 

BESTSELLING MEMOIR EVERYONE IS RAVING ABOUT:

“Hard to put down and hard to forget.”

—Publishers Weekly (STARRED review)  
“Engrossingly readable ... an unsentimental yet wholly moving memoir.”

―Kirkus Reviews
“A haunting harrowing testament to survival.”

—People Magazine
“A story you won’t soon forget.”

—Good Housekeeping
“Heartstopping…Wrenching and moving. Wariner is a survivor, but more important, she’s a fantastic writer.”

—Entertainment Weekly
“An addictive chronicle of a polygamist community”

—New York Magazine
“Heartbreaking, haunting, yet ultimately uplifting.”

—People.com
“With power and insight, Wariner’s tale shows a road to escape from the most confining circumstances.”
—Booklist
About THE SOUND OF GRAVEL: A Memoir:
Number thirty-nine of her father’s forty-two children, Ruth Wariner was born into a Mexico-based polygamist community.  When Ruth is only three-months old, her father, the prophet of the sect, is murdered by his own brother, the notorious “Mormon Manson” Ervil LeBaron, in a bid for church power.  Ruth’s mother remarries and becomes the second wife of another man in the community, adding new siblings (and fresh difficulties) to an already overstuffed family tree.  But this is only part of Ruth’s life—at times she is a regular American girl, staying with her grandmother across the border, eating cereal and watching cartoons, until her mother uproots the family and takes them back to Colonia LeBaron.  It’s this bifurcated childhood, one that alternates between the pleasures of childhood to the unusual and, at times, harrowing backdrop of a troubled community that unfolds in the pages of THE SOUND OF GRAVEL (Flatiron Books; January 5, 2016; $27.99).

THE SOUND OF GRAVEL is unlike anything else you’ll read this year: at turns heartbreaking and affirming, Ruth’s strength, honesty, and enduring love for her family will stay with readers long after they’ve turned the last page.  Free of self-pity and with an excess of grit, Ruth’s hard-wired determination to make a better life for herself and her siblings will have you pulling for her from the very start.  You will be angry with the way the adults in her life have let this child down, you will marvel at her courage and kindness, you will cry for her losses, and you will cheer for her every success.   Simply put, this is the memoir everyone will be talking about in 2016.   
In an interview, Ruth can discuss: 
· Her tenuous mother/daughter relationship
Ruth was her mother’s right-hand for most of her childhood. Though they were different in many ways, and had many an argument, they were also extremely close. This story is as complex as the mother/daughter bond can be. There was abuse, neglect, and frequent abandonment, but also immense and limitless love. Kathy died trying to save one of her children as Ruth watched. And immediately following her death, Ruth steps into the mothering role for her three toddler-aged sisters. 
· The powerful bond of siblings 
       
Not long after Kathy’s death, Ruth makes the decision to escape, and is determined to take her three young sisters, Elena, Leah, and Holly with her to the U.S. There, she remains resolute to keep the family together. While many people say they would do “anything” for their siblings, Ruth’s life is a true testament to that statement and to the power of a sister’s love. Ruth and her sisters (now in their late 20s) all live in the Pacific Northwest area, and all are available for exclusive interviews.
· The Mormon Manson lineage 
There have been several books published about the LeBaron family (including Jon Krakauer’s Under the Banner of Heaven), but Ruth’s is the first one from the perspective of the next generation. Her father, Joel LeBaron, was ordered to be murdered by his brother Ervil due to a power struggle within their Mormon fundamentalist church. Ruth was Joel’s 39th child, and was just three months old when he was killed. Attached is the Salon interview she did with one of Ervil’s daughters, Anna LeBaron, who found Ruth through the publication of this book and helped with its launch. 
· Resilience, reinvention, and finding feminism 
Ruth writes openly about the harsh and abusive conditions of her childhood growing up in a male-dominated culture. She realized from a young age that no one expected anything from her but to get married and have children of her own. But Ruth knew early on that she wanted more. The glimpses of a better, bigger life she saw while visiting her grandparents in California were enough to inspire her to think past the narrow limits that her LeBaron family set for her. She raised herself and her sisters to be strong, independent women, dramatically different from polygamous wives she had grown up surrounded by.

· Her unconventional education and career as a teacher

   
Ruth loved school as a child, but was pulled out in 9th grade to help at home. After her escape, she took her education back into her own hands, earning a GED and putting herself through college while raising her three young sisters. She loved the classroom so much, she decided to become a high school Spanish teacher. Education opened her eyes to religions beyond the damaging one she had grown up with, and reaffirmed her decision to leave her past behind and embrace the ideas and cultures of the wider world. 

[image: image2.png]“A portrait of real courage.”
—KELLY CORRIGAN, bestselling. author of The Middle Place
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RUTH WARINER lives in Portland, Oregon.  After leaving Colonia LeBaron she moved to California and eventually to Oregon where she raised her three youngest sisters.  Ruth earned her GED, put herself through college and graduate school, and eventually became a high school Spanish teacher.  She remains close to her siblings and is happily married.  THE SOUND OF GRAVEL is her first book. Learn more at: www.ruthwariner.com 
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